
Nissan News                                                                      January 2012 

1 
 



Nissan News                                                                      January 2012 

2 
 

 
 

Wednesday of each month at the Veteran Car Club, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.  
 

 
 

     
Club mail can be sent tot PO Box 249 FIVE DOCK NSW 2046.   

 
 
 

 
 
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Nissan Patrol Four Wheel Drive Club of 
NSW & ACT Inc. 
  The club and its officers do not expect nor invite any person to act or rely on any statement, opinion or advice  
 
 

 
 

The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club website www.nissanpatrolc lub.org  includes a "members only" area with access to deta ils 
of upcoming trips and other news/information not me ant for public consumption.  To be issued a usernam e and 

password to access the website, please send an e-ma il with your name and home phone number to 
webmaster@nissanpatrolclub.org .  Put "password required" in the subject area of th e e-mail.  After we have verified 

your details, you will receive an e-mail with your login information. 

 

 
 

Magazine Contents  -  January 2012 
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President’s Report 
 
Greetings and a Happy New Year to you and your families.  I hope that 2012 brings you all 
good times, good health and many miles of 4WD’ing.  By the look of the club calendar, 
there will be plenty of chances to do just that, with some great trips coming up to the 
Victorian High Country, Simpson Desert and Moreton Island.  We are still looking for 
people to run those weekend trips around Sydney, so now’s the time to lead one.  It isn’t 
hard, and you get the advantage of not having to put up with other people’s dust. 
 

I went to the driver training weekend in December, 
as Timothy wanted to do the training.  I sat and 
listened to the recovery module and still managed to 
pick up a few things that I either never knew, or 
forgot (driving Clarence means you don’t get 
recovered much � ).  That, and seeing a few simple 
mistakes in recent recoveries stresses the need for 
everyone to go and do a refresher every couple of 
years – just so you don’t do anything silly, that can 
turn pear-shaped quickly.   So please, pop down and 

do the training, or at least the recovery session – it’s one of the benefits of Club 
membership. 
 
Don’t forget that on 14/15 January, we are 
having a relaxing weekend down at River 
Island, site of the Son of Trials events. The 
weekend is all about relaxing at this wonderful 
spot without the worry of working bees, 
competitions or any pressure.  Kids can swim 
in the river, whilst mums and dads can chill 
out or practice their driving on the SoT tracks.  
Chris will be running a trip to the River 
Junctions and also to the top of the Zig-Zag, so you can see the sights.  The Club is putting 
on a sausage sizzle at lunchtime and running the happy hour, so just bring your breakfasts, 
dinner and drinks and be ready to meet new friends and have a great time.  
 
Our electronic payment system will be up and running very soon, thanks to Chris Browne 
for his efforts in making this happen.  Details will be made available once the final details 
are finalised. 
 
Finally, a reminder that the AGM is coming soon, so if you would like to have a say in the 
running of your club, speak to a committee member about what is involved. 
 
Have a great year,   
Steve R 
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Getting old is easy.....  

Having fun at it is the real trick. 
I celebrated my birthday this year by buying an all terrain 4 wheeler. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

This is a picture of me playing with it in the back yard.            From Eve Watson 
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Flinders Ranges 
September 9th – 19th  2011 

Trip Leader – Dave P  (Pathfinder MkIII) 
Followers – Tony A – Grand Jeep Cherokee 

Mick R – Nissan Patrol 
 

Mick and Tony left Sydney Wed 7th and headed for Mildura where Tony was sourcing 
Victorian registration for his vehicle. I had booked my car in for a transmission rebuild and 
got it back on the Thursday night so made a last minute decision to join the others, 
considering I was supposed to be the trip leader. So Friday, I drove 1044kms direct to 
Mildura to catch up that evening at a cabin they had booked in the caravan park. 
 
Saturday 10th.  We headed to Renmark then Morgan (by the river but nothing else) before 
reaching Burra (500kms) in SA. 
Luckily we opted for a 3some room 
at the Commercial Hotel because it 
rained overnight. Tony and Mick 
lugged Tony’s gas/power fridge up 
the first floor to the kitchen to save 
using his car battery (this guy is 
cheaper than me). 
On the way we passed through the 
quarantine station that took all 
vegetables and fruit. Ps, they don’t 
take it if you are still eating it. 
 
Sunday 11th.  Misty in the morning 
so we took a tour of the Copper Mine 

before heading to Peterborough. 
We had morning tea there and a 
photo on the old steam train for 
the young at heart. It reminded 
me of the Hogwarts Express.  
Then onto Quorn for lunch 
before arriving at Argadells 
Station to make camp for the 
next two nights.  
Made a management decision to 
spend $30 on firewood and due 
to conservative use mad it last 7 
days, much to Tony’s 
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displeasure, where we would have used 
it in 2 -3 days. 
 
Monday 12th.  Weather had fined up 
and we did the Argadells Track $45 up 
to Mt Arden for lunch.  
After 4.5 hours, returned to campsite 
for afternoon tea – then drove to 
Warren Gorge for a 5.2km walk. 
Knocked that off in 1.5 hours, so back 
to camp for Happy Hour. Tonight was 
a bit cooler at 4 – 5 degrees. 
 
Tuesday 13th.  Left camp at 9 o’clock 
for a small walk to Buckaringa Gorge. Then on to Hawker to refuel and then another 55km 
to Wilpena Pound for the next three nights.  
Set up camp and then relaxed doing washing. Quite mild overnight at 6 degrees. 

 
Wednesday 14th.  Drove back to 
Rawnsley Station and did the 
Arkapena Track in the Chase 
Ranges. $40. Spent about 4.5 
hours doing all this in high range 
4wd. Not a particularly scenic or 
challenging. (No water crossings 
so that was a plus). 
On the way back to camp, we did 
a 1 hour walk to Arkaroo Rock. 
 
Thursday 15th.  Set off early 

8.30am to do the Skytrek which we 
had not booked. It was $75 which 
was dearer than the others, but 
even though I had done it before, it 
was well worth it. Did the detour to 
Skull Rock at the end so spent 6.5 
hours doing the 100km circuit.  
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 Friday 16th.  We packed up early and still in 
WILPENA Pound at 8.30am, we started the 
7.8km circuit tot the Wangarra Lookout, 
taking 2 hours. Then we drove to Bunyroo 
and Brachina Gorge for lunch. Called into 
Blinman (no fuel) for an early afternoon 
beer before taking a further three hours to 
get to Grindell’s Hut in the Gammon 
Ranges. Great drive with the sun starting to 
set, but luckily we got our tents up before it 

disappeared and also we still had 
enough wood from day 1’s 
camping for a fire. 
 
Saturday 17th.  Did the 40km loop 
track around Grindell’s Hut then 
set off for an afternoon’s trip to 
Arkaroola. Another beer stop 
before we did the 13kms track to 
Mt Jacobs which took us back to 

the main Rd and back to 
Grindell’s Hut (20 
minutes / 17kms off the 
main road). 
An interesting drive into 
the Hut. Also passed 
only one spot where the 
Sturt Desert Pea was 
growing – an extra-
terrestrial looking red 
flower with 2 black 
eyes.  
That night we had our 
final campfire as we had 

all decided to start heading home the next day. 
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Sunday 18th.  Mick wanted to visit Leigh Creek so I didn’t tell Tony it was an extra 150km 
detour and we headed off towards 
Copely / Leigh reek. Pleasant drive 
through the Gorge but be WARNED: 
The railway line at Copely has a STOP 
sign which after Tony and I had 
passed, Mick managed to get spotted 
by the only police vehicle within 
100kms. 
Suffice to say, Mick couldn’t cope 
with the $451 fine he copped by the 
copper at Copely. 
We then left town for Leigh Creek / 
Hawker to refuel and onto Broken Hill 
that night where we had booked a 

cabin. We went for a great $10 meal at the Muso Club with desert – good choice Tony.  
 
Monday 19th.  We all couldn’t wait to get to Sydney, so we all set off at 5.30am with Mick 
going to Dubbo, and Tony and I going all the way to Sydney. 
I arrived home at 7.30pm. 
Total Trip : 4400kms 
 
If you haven’t been to the Flinders Ranges, its a great area to explore.  
Dave 
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Awards Night 2011 
As a Club, we thank people who come forward and undertake activities that 

enhance our facilities, functioning and fun as a club. This year, the process of 
selecting those people was as difficult 

as it always is. 
 

For 2011, the Awardees were as 
follows: 

Club Member of 2011 :  
Joe Bondin 

 
 

Committee Member of 2011 :  
Rollanda Rosenstrauss 

 
 
 

 
 

Best Trip Report for 2011 :  
Tania Schembri 

 
 
 
 

Editors Appreciation Award : Lydia Bell 
 

Trip Leader for 2011: Chris Chapman 
 

President’s Award for 2011: Chris Browne 
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Appreciation Awards went to our Driver Trainers :  
Brad Boatwright, Chris Chapman, Chris Jacobs, Scott Dempster, 

Michael Flett, Glenn Schultz.  
 

Appreciation Awards were also  
given to  

Marcel Chaumont,  

Jean-Pierre Herault,  

Jacob Bruderer,  

Brett McCurley and  

   Stephen Donnelly.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 



Nissan News                                                                      January 2012 

12 
 

 

 Working Bees   

Working bees sound like they would be a lot of hard work. BUT, our club working 
bees are a lot of fun, friendship, good food and a little work.  

At the land, there is the opportunity to help establish new driver training tracks, 
assist with the shed, tank and toilet / shower facilities, and enjoy the campfire and 

Saturday night tea at “The Dog”. 

At River Island, setting up for Son of Trials and Son of Trials Plus means searching 
for new places for tracks, helping to create these tracks, being able to drive the 
tracks, camping near the river, enjoying the friendship and fun the club offers.  

Please consider helping out at either site, and contact the organiser to enable them 
to organise work activities and catering.  
 
�
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Booking on a trip. 
 

 

 

PROCEDURE FOR BOOKING ON A TRIP  
 
You are required to book in on any Club trip you wish to attend by contacting the Trip Leader.  
Introduce yourself and discuss with them your vehicle capabilities and level of driving skills.   
 
Leave a contact number.   
 
You must reconfirm your participation in the trip a few days before departure.   
 
If you must cancel, contact the trip leader at the earliest possible time, so reserves can take 
your place and no one is waiting for you where mobile phones don’t work. 
 
 

�

TRIP CLASSIFICATION 
 

A This class of trip is considered to be extremely difficult. Participants will have to be 
experienced at travelling over difficult terrain.  Winching and/or towing will almost definitely be 
required.  Participants will be required to bring along a certain amount of recovery equipment.  
The trip leader will have the right to reject a request from someone who is considered under-
experienced.  
 

B This type of trip is considered a moderate to difficult trip.  Some winching and/or towing will 
almost certainly be required.  Under extreme weather conditions this trip could develop into a 
Class “A” trip.   
 

C This classification is considered a moderate trip.  Various 
sections of this trip will require cautious driving in order to negotiate 
it, but in most circumstances, winching should not be necessary.  
Under extreme weather conditions this trip could develop into a 
Class “B” trip.  
 

D This trip is considered a relatively easy trip.  It is unlikely that 
any winching and/or towing will be required. 
 
E This trip is considered very easy with little or no four-wheel 
driving involved.  This type of trip will usually consist of either an 
easy-to-get-to base camp or a series of scenic tours.   
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Club Christmas Party at 
Kiama 
 
Many thanks go to all those 
who attended and enjoyed the 
weekend’s activities. Rollanda 
catered superbly for all our 
needs . 
Our choir leader, Maree, led us 
in the rendition of Christmas 
carols on Saturday night. 
The weather played its part on 
Sunday morning and the 

marquee was quickly dismantled 
and packed away.  
Easts Beach Caravan Park 
Management saw our predicament 
and very generously allowed us to 
use the Hall for our lunch time 
festivities. This gesture was very 
much appreciated by all, as we had 
a comfortable, dry place to enjoy 
the afternoon’s activities. Santa 
made his annual trip to the party 
and the children received their gifts. 
Photo time followed and Santa 
departed. A quick but thorough 
clean up followed in the Nissan 
Club tradition, and it was off to 
battle the weather for the trip 
homewards. Thanks to all for a wonderful weekend 
and our wishes are for you to have a Happy New Year.       

�

�
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A Reminder: 
 
Anyone who wishes to do the 
Recovery and Equipment part of 
Driver Training is most 
welcome to join any driver 
training Sunday. You do not 
need to book-in, may be a 
courtesy call would be a good 
idea.  

 
 
 
Our driver trainers are 
looking forward to all our 
club members attending and 
revising the safety and 
recovery techniques that 
make our 4WDriving a 
safer and more enjoyable 
activity for all.  
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      HiTech 4x4 Specialists have the experience and equipment to cater for everything 4WD. Proprietors 
Chris and Ben Murphy live, breathe and dream 4X4 vehicles.  
 
������:*;�������	�1����<������������=2�7>&�23#�*�+��
���� ��*�(�*����),�� � � ���� ��*�(�*����)(�
�	�
� 
��������������?�"��	��������
� �

www.hitech4x4.com.au 
 

�

��������	��
���
���������
�
�

4WD trips are the heart of our Club and we need more trips and more Trip Leaders. Trips 
can be for a day, weekend or even longer. 
 
If you've found a special place with great tracks, views, natural features, walks or a terrific 
camping spot then why not share it with like minded friends from the Nissan Patrol 4WD 
Club who enjoy getting out into the bush as much as you do. 
 
Alternatively, you could organise a non-4WD event such as a winery tour, river cruise, 
scenic walks around Sydney or to places of historic interest.  
 
If you would like to lead a trip please contact the Trip Organiser or any committee member. 
 

Cheers   
 

Mark Crowley     0413088255                     trips@nissanpatroldub.org  
Trip Coordinator    Nissan Patrol 4WD Club of NSW & ACT inc 
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         NISSAN PATROL CLUB OF NSW & ACT INC. 
 
 

The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club was established in 1976 by a group of four-wheel drive enthusiasts 
from other clubs, interested in pursuing common interests and activities in 4WD’ing, and aiming 
also to give the Nissan Patrol its own identity.  Not withstanding the club’s name, the Club 
welcomes all types of four-wheel drives capable of completing 
our driver training course.  

 

The club atmosphere has always been and is to have fun and 
develop long lasting friendship from a wide variety of people 
from all over Sydney and the countryside.  

 

The club holds regular driver training days for all members, trips 
from one day to several weeks’ duration (such as outback trips) 
and a variety of social activities. 

The Club owns a 94 hectare block of land near 
Goulburn which is used for driver training and 
social functions and is available for free camping 
by members at any time.   

 

Club trips are graded depending on the degree of 
difficulty to cater for all levels of four-wheel 
driving.  On trips, the traditional “happy hour” and 
the camp-fire provide a wonderful setting for 
swapping yarns, having a quiet drink and building 
solid friendships.   

 

We are strongly committed to ‘Access for All’ (except rat bags) in our National Parks and State 
Forests, protecting the environment through responsible four-wheel driving and helping to ‘Clean-
Up Australia’ by cleaning up our bushland.   

 

Since 1980 the Club has been hosting varying types of 
events for the general public to enjoy in their 4WD’s. 

 

In past years there has been the annual Nissan Trials – 
which saw inter-club challenges testing the driving skills 
of both individuals and teams. 

 

In line with current community demand, the Club is running the Son of Trails and the Son of Trials 
Plus at River Island during the last weekend in February and first weekend of November. 

 

These events offer standard road registered vehicles, with Learner drivers through to 
experienced 4WD’ers, the chance to participate in a number of challenging courses to fine tune 
their skills.    
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Many thanks to our 

2011 Sponsors 
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Earl’s List 
We have a new member and his name is Earl. 

He’s become a member of our club on the condition that he be helped to cross off each 
and every one of the 35 activities (or something similar) he has missed out on in his 

life.  
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Given we have 180 members of all ages this request should be easily achieved this 

year. 
(Numerically 5 members per activity). 

Please select an activity or add your own and 
email the Trip Co-Ordinator or Social Secretary 

details of your party plan  
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CONVOY PROCEDURE 

For the benefit of new members and as a reminder to old members, convoy procedure on any 
NISSAN CLUB outing is as follows:  

 

�  The trip leader will ensure that the group on the outing is self-sufficient and should only call on 
outside bodies for assistance with recovery as a last resort. 

�  No driver will drive in a manner - or at a speed - that could endanger himself or any other 
person or vehicle. 
 

�  In hazardous areas it is the responsibility of the following driver to ensure that the 
previous vehicle has passed through the hazard before proceeding. 
 

�  It is the responsibility of all drivers to maintain (visual) contact with the following vehicle, 
especially at intersections. 
 

�  Persons leaving the convoy must notify the Trip Leader and, if possible, give details of 
their    intentions. 
 

�  On trips including two or more vehicles, each vehicle will remain in a designated position 
in the convoy and not overtake the vehicle in front unless the driver of that vehicle slows 
down and signals the overtaking vehicle to pass. 
 

�  It is the responsibility of the Trip Leader to ensure that all drivers of all vehicles in the 
convoy are aware of any deviations in the route. 
 

�  No driver will park or drive in the reverse direction to the hazard of other vehicles. 
 

�  If a driver is trying to contact the rest of the group he will turn on his headlights. This is 
the signal for the rest of the drivers to stop. 
 

�  All gates must be left in the manner in which they are found. The second vehicle in the 
convoy must pull over and wait for all vehicles to pass and then rejoin the convoy after 
ensuring that the gate is left as it was found. 
 

�  When any form of recovery is in progress all those not directly involved in the rescue 
operations must keep well clear and at a safe distance. Parents are particularly asked 
to keep their children at a safe distance . 

 
The use of radio transmitters does not  replace convoy procedure. 
 
The trip leader will remind all drivers that convoy procedure should be followed 
before moving off. 
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UHF CB RADIO CHANNEL ALLOCATION 
USED FOR CHANNEL/S COMMENTS 

Calling 
(Established by 
law) 

11 
To call or locate another station.  Parties then switch to a conversation channel. 

Conversations 

9 
12-17 
19-21 
24-30 

39 

Used for conversation between stations. 

Highway 
 
Communication
s 

40 

Mainly used by truck drivers and other highway users. 

Caravaners, 
Campers 

18 Holiday Maker's communication channel. (eg when in convoy) 

4WDrivers 10 Used by 4WD enthusiasts, clubs, convoys and in national parks. 
Emergency 
Calling 
(Established by 
law) 

5 

Can be used by anyone in an emergency situation only. 

Repeaters 

1-8 
31-38 

In duplex mode repeaters need two channels to work.  Receives on channels 1-8.  
Transmits on channels 31-38 automatically.  When within range of a repeater, it will 
increase the communication difference.  Operation in simplex mode on these channels is 
not permitted when in range of a repeater. 

Data 
Transmissions 
(Established by 
law) 

22, 23 

No voice transmissions allowed on these two channels. 

 

If you have any Trip Reports, For Sale, Giving Away , Wanted, or 
other information for the April 2012 Magazine, plea se forward 

these to editor@nissanpatrolclub.org   by 22 nd March, 2012 
 

Please contact Michael Black on 9874 6032 or publicity@nissanpatrolclub.org 
 

CURRENT ADVERTISING CHARGES 
Full Page Outside Back Cover $425.00 pa 

Half Page Outside Back Cover $225.00 pa 
 

Full Page Inside Back Cover $400.00 pa 
Full Page Inside Front Cover $400.00 pa 

 
Business Card Ad                $50.00 pa 

 
Full Page Other   $370.00 pa 
Half Page Other   $185.00 pa 
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Son of Trials Plus 2011 
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Son of 
Trials Plus 

2011 

 
Son of Trials Plus was held on 

the first weekend in November at 
River Island Nature Retreat. It 

was a great success for the club, 
with having around 124 competitors over the two days and 60 of our wonderful club members 
combining their talents and labour to provide the manpower necessary to run such an event.  

 

Planning started many months before, and the work continued well past the event conclusion time of 
4pm Sunday. There was still books to be balanced, materials to be returned to the Club Land and 
other rightful owners, sorting of resources for the next event and getting ourselves home after a 

weekend of work, fun, companionship and fresh 
air.   

 
To all club members who assisted in any form to 

the successful running of this event, a huge 

THANK YOU 
 is extended.  

To any other members who are interested in 
finding out more about the event, the site or the 
workings of the event, please come along to the 
“Getting to Know River Island Weekend” on the 
14th and 15th January, 2012. (Details are on the 

Club Calendar)  
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