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President’s Report 

Hi Members, 
 
There have been some fantastic happenings around the club since last writing. 
 
Welcome to the new members. It’s been good to see many of you getting involved in the club trips and 
working bees. 
 
Christmas in July has been a magnificent success. The shed was just about completely full. The new stove 
was put to the test and ran like a charm. I don’t think anyone left the table even remotely hungry. Many 
thanks to all those involved and special thanks to Rollanda, Kathy and Wendy. 
 
The Christmas Party is not far away. Save the date and send your bookings in so that the club can get 
accurate catering numbers. It’s a great weekend at the beach. We hope to see you there !  
 
We have been busy down at the land with many projects completed. Special mention Jean Pierre’s orange 
tangerine painted wall!  It’s fantastic to see the membership getting involved with these projects. If you 
would have some time to offer the club, it would be great to see you down there. Its not hard work, and in 
some cases, not work at all. In most cases we just need two pairs of hands to do the work. 
 
Serrated Tussock Update – 1600 litres of Round Up / Task Force mix has been sprayed out, which 
completes the initial spray task. This is hoped to kill the weed for this season and provide 2-3 years of 
prevention. During this time the Club will need to ensure that any regrowth or patches that were missed are 
suitably dealt with. 

Driver Training has 
risen to new heights 
with Sunny Corner 
trip. Read more in the 
trip report section.  
 
Son Of Trials and 
Son Of Trial Plus 
Events are the clubs 
income which pays 

for all the capital expenditure and keeps the running costs of the club down. As the saying goes, “Many 
hands make light work”. Please let Steve Donnelly or Chris Chapman know if you can assist ASAP. It’s all 
very easy and a fun weekend. Sponsorship is in the process of being finalized and the events look to be a 
great success with pre-registrations already flowing in. Don’t forget to get the message to all fellow 
4x4er’s. 
 
Don’t forget the checkout the Web Site. Brett has the Forum functioning well. 
 
See you at a club outing.  
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THE NISSAN PATROL FOUR WHEEL DRIVE CLUB 
OF NSW & ACT INC . 

PO Box 249 FIVE DOCK NSW 2046 
 Club website: www.nissanpatrolclub.org        ISSN 1446-0718  

 
 

The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club website www.nissanpatrol club.org  includes a "members only" area 
with access to details of upcoming trips and other news/information not meant for public 

consumption.  To be issued a username and password to access the website, please send an e-
mail with your name and home phone number to webmas ter@nissanpatrolclub.org .  Put 

"password required" in the subject area of the e-ma il.  After we have verified your details, you will 
receive an e-mail with your login information. 

 
 

 
 
 

Monthly meetings of the Nissan Patrol Four Wheel Drive Club of NSW & ACT Inc. 
are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Veteran Car Club, 134 Queens Road, 
Five Dock at 8.00pm.   

 

 
 
 
 

All correspondence for the Club should be sent to 

PO Box 249 

Five Dock  NSW 

2046 

 
 
 

�����������	
��������
������������
������
���
������� ����������������������
��������
�������������������������� ��!�"���#
�$������������
� �����������������
����	
����
���
�
������
��
����
�����������������
��
���������
�%� �
�
��
�������������
���
��������
��
��

�������������������������������������������%������ 
�����������������������
�%����������

������������
�����������������������$ �



Nissan News   April 2010
  

3 
 

 

Nissan News 

October 2010 

Contents 

�  President’s Report 1 
�  Club Details 2 
�  Officer Bearers 2010-11 5 
�  Club Calendar 2010 6 
�  Club Calendar 2011 8 
�  Happy Birthday 11 
�  New Members 12 
�  Club Shop 13 
�  For Sale 1 14 
�  Winch Maintenance 15 
TRIP REPORTS  
�  Christmas in July 17 
�  Corner Country 18 
�  Powerline Trek 23 
�  Mt Airly / Glen Davis 25 
�  Son of Trials Plus Working Bee 29 
�  Cape York Part 1 30 
�  Tianjara Falls 38 
�  Advanced Driver Training 40 
�  Dingo Tops to Werrikimbe 45 
�  Product Info 47 
�  For Sale 2 49 
�  Library 51 
�  Convoy Procedure 53 
�  Radio Channels 54 
�  Trade Directory 
 

55 



Nissan News   April 2010
  

4 
 

 

         
 
Hi Tech 4x4 Specialists have the experience and equipment to cater for everything 4WD. 
Proprietors Chris and Ben Murphy live, breathe and dream 4X4 vehicles. From log book 
servicing and tuning to repairs, accessories and wild modifications, the boys can handle any 
job, big or small. They even do complete engine rebuilds if you happen to win the “Bent 
Con-rod” Award!  
When it comes to suspension, the Hi Tech team have the technical knowledge to understand 
your vehicle and your special requirements, designing a package that suits your unique 
usage pattern and budget.  
If you’re heading out of town where reliability is paramount, Hi Tech do a great pre-trip 
inspection and service for absolute piece of mind. Their attention to detail can mean the 
difference between a horror story and a trouble free holiday. 
 For honest, reliable advice built on years of experience and coupled with quality 
workmanship, you have to call the team at Hi Tech 4x4.  
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YOUR FAVOURITE DESTINATION IS? 

 
4WD trips are the heart of our Club and we need more trips on the calendar. There are so many 
great 4WD destinations close to Sydney. We desperately require members to run trips, possibly 
to one of these top spots: 
 
Abercrombie NP  Bendethera   Barrington Tops  Hill End   
 
Newnes SF    Sunny Corner SF The Watagans   Turon River 
 
Yalwal    Yengo NP    Yeranderrie 
 
Running a trip does not require many years of 4WD experience, mostly just common sense. We 
can generally get an experienced member to come along on the trip and help you, if you wish. 
The Club can provide you with trip notes, maps, guild books, logistic help and advice. 
 
If you would like to lead a trip please contact the Trip Coordinator. Don't just leave it to a few to 
run all the trips for the Club. Put something back into the Club by running a trip! 
 
Cheers 
 
Mark C 
 
Trip Coordinator     

  Happy New Year    
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NISSAN PATROL CLUB OF NSW & ACT INC. 

The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club was established in 1976 by a group of four-wheel 
drive enthusiasts from other clubs, interested in pursuing common interests and 
activities, and aiming to give the Nissan Patrol its own standing.  The Club 
welcomes all types of four-wheel drives capable of completing our driver training 
course.  
 
The atmosphere has always been one of fun and friendship attracting a wide 
variety of people from all over Sydney and the countryside.  
 
Our club holds regular driver training days for all members, trips from one day to 
several weeks’ duration (such as outback trips) and a variety of social activities.  
The Club owns a 94 hectare block of land near Goulburn which is used for driver 
training and social functions and is available for free camping by members at 
any time. 
 
Club trips are graded depending on the degree of difficulty to cater for all levels 
of four-wheel driving.  On trips, the traditional “happy hour” and the camp-fire 
provide a wonderful setting for swapping yarns, having a quiet drink and building 
solid friendships. 
 
We are strongly committed to ‘Access for All’ (except rat bags) in our National 
Parks and State Forests, protecting the environment through responsible four-
wheel driving and helping to ‘Clean-Up Australia’ by cleaning up our bushland. 

   

Since 1980 the Club has been host to one of the biggest events in the 4WD 
calendar - the annual Nissan Trials - which is an inter-club challenge testing the 
driving skills of both individuals and teams. Last year, the Club ran the Classic 
Nissan Trials at River Island during the first weekend in November.  

 
 

 
.   
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“The recovery gear experts’ mobile shop” 

Winch Extension 
Strap 

30m x 50mm x 4000kg $80 

 

Snatch Strap  
9m x 60mm x 8000kg 

Full eye protection 
Genuine 20% stretch 
100% woven nylon 

Features an overload safety indicator 

 

$50 
Tree Trunk 
Protector 

3m x 75mm x 8000kg $60 

 

Bow Shackle 3.2t 
 

Bow Shackle 4.75t 
 

SWL Grade S  Beaver (complies with 
AS2740 

$10 
 

$13 

 

Tyre Gauge 
 

Read as low as 3psi 
Max reading 60psi 

Includes plastic case 
Voted #1 by RACV 

$19 

 

Chain & Grab Hooks 
7mm Alloy Grade 80 chain 
 

1.75 meter with 2 grab hooks 
3 meter with 2 grab hooks 
6 meter with 2 grab hooks 
Custom lengths on request 

 
 

 
$35 
$48 
$85 
POA 

  
Radiator Blind 

 

8oz Canvas 
No metal eyelets to damage paint 

Features 4 tie-down loops 

$70 

 

 
Winch Pulley  (Snatch Block) 

 

Capacity: 8000kg 
Suits 8mm – 12mm cable 
Pulley diameter: 120mm 

Greaseable 

$50 

 

 
Riggers Gloves 

 
Soft cow hide leather 

Two sizes 
$6 

 

Terran Tamer Hand 
Winch 

 

Pulling capacity: 2400kg 
Lifting capacity: 1600kg 

Cable: 20m x 11mm, Comes in Heavy 
Duty Canvas bag 

Tirfor Hand Winch 
Model T516 The Genuine 

Brand 

$355 
 
 

$900 
 

ARB Portable Air 
Compressor 

 

Durable carry case 
6m air hose 

Budget AIR 
COMPRESSOR 12 Volt 

Rogue comes in its own carry Bag 
is backed by Warranty 

$320 
 
 

$200 

Hi-Lift Jack Capacity: 7000lb (3175kg) 
Length: 70in (152cm) $160 Polo Shirts  

Pocket in men’s sizes $35 

First Aid Kit Plastic case 
Vehicle type $20 Vests  

Reversible red/blue $50 

Starter pack 
UHF Radio 

Kit 

 
TX 3220 UHF Radio,10108 UHF 
Base &3.6mts Lead, 4.5db Black 
Whip Aerial Z mounting Bracket 

$351 
 
 

 
Jackets 

 

 
 

Polar Fleece 
 

$40 
 
 

Fire 
Extinguisher 

 
1.0KG Suitable for 

SOLIDS,LIQUIDS,ELECTRICAL 
FIRES 

$30 
ARB Speedy 

Seal Kit 

 
For EMERGENCY Tyre Repairs in 

the Bush $55 

Camping 
Light 

 
 

36 LED’s charge from 12v or 240 v 
Flash light in top 

$42 
Roo Lite 

Driving Light 
Kit 

 
Complete with wiring kit, 2 sizes 
180mm & 220mm 

$235 
$315 

For any orders or special requests ;                   
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For Sale : 
 

Camera. Pentax K200d, with Pentax 18-55mm Lens and Battery Grip. Camera can be run 
on AA batteries. The camera is in great condition and is a very good entry level Digital SLR. 
 Price $550    
 
Stephen    Mobile: 0458-240351                      

*********************************************************************** 

 
For Sale : 
 

(A) Six Olympic Steeltrek tyres (7.50R16LT 118N) with 95% tread; 12 ply side 
walls; no punctures, as used by the Army + new heavy duty inner tubes and 6 x split rims in 
very good condition, (replacement cost $2850) best offer. 
 

(B) 1 x Nissan Alloy Bull Bar  in very good condition from a 2000 GU Y61 
patrol. best offer over $600. Cost $1200. 
 

(C)  1 x Poly Water Tank- 40 litre foot-well type with hose, as new -$200. 
 

Harry    (02) 9548 1649 
 

****************************************************************** 
 
 

For Sale : 

 

 

Foam Cell Tough Dog Shock Absorbers: 2 adjustable for the back, 2 standard 
for the front. Suit GU. Purchased from Opposite Lock.  $575 or near offer.  
 
Please ring Tony  0415 262 568 
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Winch maintenance 
 
 
After going down to the Club land to help out on the 
advanced recovery course and seeing people use their 
winches for first time in quite a while I thought now might 
be a good time to remind people the importance of 
maintaining their winches. 
 
Electric winches are a very handy piece of recovery gear 
but they do need maintenance otherwise they can let you 
down at the worst time possible. I’ve seen a car that is 
stuck on its winch halfway up a nasty hill. 

 
Some basic things can 
help prevent this! 
 
Overall they are a very 
basic machine. All they 
are an electric motor with a gearbox attached. There is only a small 
amount of moving parts inside the gearbox as most winches have a 
plantary style gearbox(approx 3 moving gears)  
 
The key to keeping your winch running well is keeping the electric 
components dry and corrosion free. This starts with keeping the battery 
cable connections clean and tight with solid connections to the battery 

and the earth.  
 
Next step is keeping the winch solenoid box (the unit which the controller plugs into) clean and corrosion 
free. Unfortunately the box is generally mounted on the bull bar so very exposed to the weather. The box 
contains 4 solenoids which apply the power to the winch motor when switched to either pull the cable in or 
out.  
 
The easiest way to keep these working well is regularly to apply an anti-corrosion spray, ie wd40 or the 
like. All that needs to been done is lift the lid of the box off (usually there are 3 screws that hold it on) then 
give everything a good spray or if you can’t remove the lid just give it a good spray through edge of the 
box. It’s a good idea to do this everytime it rains or when you go on a trip. 
 
Next step is on the winch motor. Without removing the 
winch from the car you can only do a couple of small 
things. Again the main problem is corrosion. The winch 
is mounted low and right at the front of the car so when 
you drop into a deep mud hole or into a water crossing its 
usually gets submerged and can fill up with water/mud, 
etc . 
 
If you have been through a mud hole its probably a good 
idea to give the whole winch a quick hose to try to get rid 
of  the mud as soon as possible.  
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If you can access the motor it is good idea to spray wd40 or the like into the motor. Ideally remove one of 
the winch motor mount bolts and spray through the bolt hole. 
 
The last step is cable maintenance. It’s very important to keep your cable in the best condition possible as 
it’s the component that can cause the most damage. If a cable snaps while under load it can kill someone. 
The main thing to look out for is the cable fraying. All cables will have a few strands sticking out but if 
there is quite a few in the one spot it is worthwhile getting it checked as it might be time to replace the 
cable. 
 
After the winch is used on a weekend away it is a good idea to unspool the whole winch cable and re spool 
the cable back onto the drum. The best way to do this is find a slight incline and hook the cable up through 
a snatch block back to the front of the car with the snatch block anchored to a suitable tree or power pole 
and winch the car up the incline. 
 
Running the cable under load through the snatch block will straighten out most kinks in the cable. The best 
way to secure the winch hook is to run the cable in until the hook is firmly pulled up against the fairlead.  
 
There are a few products available to spray onto the cable to prevent corrosion. This can be applied as 
required.  
 
This is only a basic maintenance guide but will help your winch as healthy as possible but still from time to 
time it is worthwhile for the winch to be removed from the car and stripped down fully and serviced. This 
involves cleaning all components and inspecting for wear in bearings or bushings, replacing brushes in the 
motor and then repacking the gearbox with fresh grease and replacing the gaskets. 
 
If you are not mechanically minded, all good 4wd shops can handle this quite easily and it’s not that 
expensive. 
 
If you have any questions about your winch please contact me and I will do my best to help 
 
Cheers  
 
Charles B 
Technical Officer 
 

 

 
 



Nissan News  October  2010
  

12 
 

��������	�
�	��
�
  

Christmas In July 2010 
 

We just made Christmas in July as we enjoyed our gathering on 31st July at the 
Shed.  
The fire 

blazed and 
smoked all 
evening, the 

food was 
tasty and 

plentiful, the 
talk was 

constant and 
enjoyable.  

The kids spent their time running off the energy they always seem to have, and the adults 
enjoyed the lay-back time with friends and fellow travellers. 

 
A certain jolly 
fellow arrived 
and distributed 
more sugar to 

all. 
 

The evening 
gradually came 
to an end, very 

late. 
 

Sunday saw the continuation of the chatter after a slow start to the day. 
More food, cleaning up, packing up, some time for more work on the land, some time for 

driving around the land, and, eventually, time to leave a patch of paradise.  
 

Some of us made it out easily, others decided to detour around the mud only to sink into the 
mire beside the road and need the help of fellow members to find the solid ground again.  

 
Thanks to all involved in putting on a great weekend, the working bee outside (both 

Saturday and Sunday), the kitchen working bee to prepare and serve the great food, the 
cleanup crew for the tidying up afterwards.  

Photos: Maree S
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CORNER COUNTRY TRIP  
 

20 MAY TO 04 JUN 2010 
 
 
The 5  vehicles and occupants all met up in Bourke on the Sunday and enjoyed a social dinner at the local  
club with some roasting and boasting by those present, namely Harris and Carol Johnston our very 
organised leaders , Mike and Eileen R , Pam and John F, Marcel C and Joe B and myself, Bruce M.  
 
 
We took off early next day arriving 4 days later at Birdsville via overnight stops at Thargomindah campsite 
(very good facilities), Innaminka (fuel prices excessive) and the river next to the old Cadelga Outstation 
Ruins.  The trip had a really interesting start with a visit to the "Nil Desperundum ", a derelict homestead 2 
hours from Bourke which was Pam’s family home where she used to visit as a child. It was really 
interesting to hear Pam’s recollection of what it was like to live and travel in the area some 50 years 
before.  
 
 
The driving was easy and the countryside was green from the recent rains with lots of small wildflowers 
(which did not stand out but which 
were flowering in their millions) 
taking advantage of the once in a 
generation flooding. The creek banks 
were special, a bright spring green 
and whilst the corellas were less 
evident than in the dry, the riversides 
were teeming with activity from 
wading birds, cranes, storks, ibis, etc 
that had returned  from the cities and 
from all over the country  to  take 
advantage of the flowing rivers. 
 
 
The road situation was fluid and most 
roads were open but not the Bulloo 
Downs track which was closed due to 
flooding. The alternate roads are now 
tarred to the border with more work in 
progress towards Innaminka.  
 
 
The early arrival in Birdsville left the afternoon free with a stop at the bakery for lunch of a curried camel 
pie and a latte followed by afternoon drinks and a night dining at the famous Birdsville Pub. The pub was 
pretty busy with 4wdrivers plus 2 tour groups that had flown in, possibly to see Lake Eyre.  
 
 
The weather had been overcast  but no rain for the first few days but by  the  time we arrived at Birdsville 
it was  to clear blue skies  25 degrees and cold nights  (very cold later on down to -3 ) 
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The following day 
(Friday) began with 
morning breakfast at 
the bakery before 
heading off to start 
the sand dune legs.  
 
Big Red was 
inaccessible because 
of a long shallow 
lake  so a diversion 
south (left) at the red 
"Coca Cola" fridge 
(the local guidepost)  
saw us  in some 
broken ground to 
return to cross 'Little 
Red' and  follow the 
track to the Eyre 
River.  
 

 
There was a fair bit of traffic with the Toyota club following and a 7 car and a bike group and a few 
smaller duos coming towards us from the west.  
 
When we reached Eyre Creek, we had to make a 70 km diversion to the north and just after crossing the 
creek, we diverted from the diversion and travelled a little used track which was in good shape and on 
which we came across a herd of 50-60 camels.  
 
The desert flowering, which I had been particularly looking forward to seeing, began to start in earnest. 
The flowering is not colourful but grasses, shrubs, weeds, bushes are all in flower simultaneously. 
Although still sparsely spread out - the vista is millions upon millions with plain and subtle colours but a 
wonderful experience.. At different times, we were driving through carpets of white flowers on top of 
dunes.   
 
We made our first camp in the desert that night to a lovely warm campfire after happy hour and dinner and 
next morning was icy and hard on the fingertips when packing up. This was the pattern for our nights in 
the desert.  
 
Next day was good driving to Poeppels Corner and then we started down the K1 Track. The K1 had not 
been travelled for some time and was overgrown and in places moving dunes had obliterated it. The track 
was very difficult to see and the GPS confirmation that we were travelling between the right dunes was 
reassuring.  
 
Around this point the green grass parrots stared to appear as a constant succession of small flocks of 10-15 
birds being disturbed by our progress. We also acquired a new leader in the form of a camel running at 20 
km down the track in front of the group before he tired after 5 minutes and moved away from the track. 
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Everybody and vehicles were 
travelling well and enjoying the 
challenging conditions, but when 
we turned west  on the Rig Road 
the degree of difficulty  went up 
several levels as there had been no 
crossings for some years in the 
south end section . All the dunes 
were capped with soft sand and 
sharp drop offs, so all the boys with 
their toys had a great time. Harris 
got lots of sand filled shoes 
checking the condition of each dune 
before crossing.  Yours truly got 
bogged, but everyone had an 
instance of needing a second run.  
 
 
 

The next day Marcel was unlucky to stake  a tyre crossing a dune and had to write off the tyre.  
 
Vegetation changed and became much greener, frost and ice  on the tents made for very cold nights and 
mornings. Going was slow and the slowest was 75 kms in 6.5 hours driving. We were using more fuel than 
we anticipated so we came up the Knowles Track and on heading west on the WAA line.  We had to divert 
22km around the lake near the start. Driving was now easier and we progressed to the French Line via 
Erabana Track.   
 
Enroute, we encountered more birdlife, emus and a pair of dingos at the 4th night’s camp. The group was 
feeling great:  5 great days of challenging driving and bush camping and the impression of being the first 
to travel the tracks and to be really in the truly wild unspoilt parts of the country. Additionally we had 
splendid nights with a full moon and clear skies. 
 
The next day we headed for Dalhousie Springs. Marcel excelled his previous day with another staked tyre 
and the new double shock system split on the support for one of the front second shocks. The French are 
really good at swearing under their breath.  
 
Dalhousie campsite was full but we camped on the road in the day visitors section and Marcel, John and I 
enjoyed the spring baths but the rest wimped out.  
 
The next day we made the run to Mount Dare and myself and John were on empty the last 20 kms.  As a 
matter of interest, the 3litre diesels averaged 25L per 100k. We all refuelled ($1.96 L) and pushed on to 
camp the night at a lovely campsite  at Eringa Waterhole and  a fabulous wood fire where Marcel 
demonstrated the tunnel  technique for campfire logs and we were treated to a magnificent sunset.  It was 
good to get away from the crowds again. 
 
We had a leisurely start with a monotonous run to Williams Creek, but the good news was that the Lake 
Eyre flights which were booked 3 days ahead, had a cancellation so 5 of us did a  small plane flight over 
Lake Eyre. 
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We went to the Williams Creek pub for happy hour before a booked dinner, lots of character and a fun 
meal enjoyed by all. After dinner, back at the tent, there was no moon and the stars and Milky Way were 
out on full display. I’m sure you all know the feeling, awesome - a word somewhat prostituted by 
indiscriminate use in songs and colloquially but a word that best describes for me the night sky in the 
desert, one of the wonders of getting away from suburbia that I had forgotten until I sat still for a while 
with my sleeping doona wrapped around me - a magic end to an otherwise pretty ordinary day. One of the 
unexpected plusses of 4wdriving, Joe joined me for a time to also enjoy the night sky.  
 
The following day more of us took the airplane trip and saw Lake Eyre from the air and saw what an 

enormous expanse of water 
it becomes on flooding. 
Harris, Carol and Joe went 
by car to view the lake and 
Harris found a small hole in 
his radiator requiring a 
further day in Williams 
Creek to make a running 
repair which held for the 
remainder of the trip.  
 
The following  day was a 
run further down the 
Oodnadatta track which had 
heaps of car/trailer combos 
heading north, many hardly 
slowing down to pass  and 
one driver managed to crack 
both mine and Marcel’s 
windscreens. The weather 
became overcast and the trip 

south was uneventful.  
 
We were joined by a troopie for a short bypass run to Cameron’s Corner where the driver, Steve, turned 
out to be carrying 600 litres of vegetable oil to run the troopie. He estimated it had cost him about $20 for 
fuel from Melbourne to Mt Dare and down to Cameron’s. 
 
So we drove further south with nothing to report on the driving as such as it was cold, windy and overcast 
and we were just covering distance. We stopped in at the old Ghan Railway settlements, bridges and tracks 
and it was sad to see at the cemeteries that almost a quarter of all graves were children under 10 and mostly 
under 2 years of age. It was a very tough country out there in times past. En route we also visited a local 
eccentric sculptor with some weird interpretations of English words in relation to his nationalist passions  - 
he could be mad, its difficult to say. There was also a stopover at a sculpture park in the absolute middle of 
nowhere, again with a very eccentric feel, seems to be the flavour of things around opal fields. 
 
The final night in the bush was marked by the largest bonfire that Marcel and Joe managed to build. I 
would point out that with cold desert nights, pyros are welcome and held in high esteem in the desert 
country. Top pyro honours go without a doubt to Marcel who travels with a small chainsaw to aid in 
satisfying his compulsion. I was most impressed with his technique of a shovelful of coals behind your 
chair which you can progressively move your chair towards and sit on top off to keep all the important bits 
warm.  
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The next afternoon we rolled into White Cliffs. After some drinks and a game of pool we returned to the 
rooms to discover the sergeant of arms, who turned out to be Eileen, with a large exercise book to record 
our misdemeanours and some unusual perspectives on a number of our actions and peccadillos. It was a lot 
of fun, dinner that night finished the trip and I got off next morning to a very early start back to Sydney in 
one run, others were taking a more leisurely two days. 
 
We had a great time, very well organised by Carol and Harris, good company, good weather, the vehicles 
all behaved themselves and a unique experience of the desert in full flower and I now know why it is called 
Birdsville, having only previously visited at the height of the drought. We had some challenging four 
wheel driving and a visit to Lake Eyre for the once in 20 years flooding.  
 
All in all, this was a very special and thoroughly enjoyable visit to the centre of Australia.  
 
Cheers 
 
Bruce M 
 
 
 
PS 
I also want to put in a plug for the reversible $40 vests the club sells. I bought mine just before this trip and 
found it is an excellent and versatile bit of quality clothing for cold weather. Since used it for a weeks 
skiing and its far superior to many of the $65 souvenirs you see and better value than some of the cheaper 
stuff you can get. I was surprised at the number of 4WD enthusiasts who noticed the club logo and started 
chatting to me. 
 

*************************************************** ****************************** 
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The group that joins the trip: 
 
Ross M    GU Patrol 
Stephen D   GU Patrol 
Brett M &Cindy V  GQ Patrol   
Charles & Jen B  GU Patrol 
Chris (HiTech)  GU Patrol 

Chris C    GU Patrol 
Bob & Sandra D  Navara 
Joachim B   GQ Patrol  
Jean P    GU Patrol   
Fred M & Robyn  GU Patrol

              
 
The aim of the trip: 
 
This is a day trip along the Powerline Track through 
Newnes State Forest. This trip is about having fun 
while seeing what you and your truck do. The plan is 
to drive as much as the Powerline track as suits us 
and exploring the surrounding area for other tracks to 
drive. We would not expect any panel damaged as 
we will be selective in the track chosen to drive. In 
saying that, we will be looking for a challenge for our 
somewhat modified trucks. We will also visit the Lost 
City. 
 
The aim of the trip was certainly achieved apart from 
the visit to the Lost City.  
 
We meet at the Zig Zag Railway carpark at around 9am. It was a cold morning and we were well rugged 

up apart from Chris C who had short sleeves and 
a vest. Looking at Chris had us feeling colder.   
 
We welcomed another Chris, from HiTech 4X4, 
on the trip. You may remember Chris from HiTech 
as he and his brother Ben have been sponsors of 
our club events for many years.  
     
Lydia arrived with Ross M and Ross parked so 
the passenger seat was directly above a 
succulent puddle. Lydia said it was good to see so 
many familiar faces, but “what a pity I couldn't 
remember their names”. Quite a few new ones 
too, there was time to introduce ourselves while 
cars negotiated difficult spots.  
 

It was cold standing around while the tyres were let down to their necessary lower pressure but the blood 
got moving as we drove off at about 9.30am. After a short while the Power Lines came into view and the 
fun began.  
 
The first obstacle was a very large and somewhat deep puddle. Chris C came to grief in the puddle as he 
had forgotten to lock his hubs. Jean Pierre came to the rescue and snatched Chris’s truck out of the 
water.      
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After the recovery it was off to meet the 
challenges of the Power Line tracks. There was 
often a choice of tracks, drivers changing their 
minds in the last minute, for the harder track of 
course but for most tracks we all attempted 
them with a few recoveries. 
 
A heart warming incident was when a stuck 
vehicle, from another group, blocking our track, 
was guided down by our fellers.      
 
Lydia was impressed with the beautiful foliage 
and tree trunks, lots of green everywhere to go 
with the mud and puddles.  
 
“Patches of vivid yellow to delight the eye, 
Mudgee wattle still making a magnificent show”. 
 
I think most of the drivers and passengers missed what Lydia saw as we were too focused on the tracks 
and obstacles.  
 

Jen and Cindy tackled some of the harder 
sections on the tracks and acquitted 
themselves very well.  
 
Lunch was taken on the side of the track 
and it was a great chance to have a chat 
about what we had just driven through and 
how the trucks were holding up.  
 
A few more obstacles brought us to the 
Angus Place Trail. Driving down this track 
is like driving though a mini Lost City. This 
track brought us out at the Angus Place 
mine on the Wolgan Road. We arrived at 
this point at about 2pm as planned. Most of 
the group headed home from here but 
some of us took a short run up the 

Bicentennial National Trial to a couple of 
lookouts. 
 
 
It was great to get out on tracks that challenge 
us a bit as this is how we learn, and have fun 
driving and catching up with friends. This is 
what four wheel driving is all about. 
 
We hope to run this type of trip to the Power 
Line track and surrounds a few times a year 
so I hope you can join us.                       
 



Nissan News  October  2010
  

20 
 

���������	�
����
�������������
�

������ �� �����	��� �� �
�������
�
�
�
��������	��
��
�����������	
�����
��������
���
	�����������
��������
�
�
��
���
��
�����������
	���
��������
��	���������
�����
��������
������������������ !�

���������
��""������
��
#�
������
��������

$��
���%�&	����
��������
'�(����)�������
��������
�����*�% �����+������,-�-��.�
/��*�,����*������	���$�����
$��
�������"��
���

�
�
������ �� �
#�� ��	� ���
�0� ������ ���
� ������
� � �� ��� .� ��� ��� ����0& ��
� ��� ���� ��.������0������� .����� "��� ��
1�0� 
�.��� ��2� ,���� ��0�� ��� �
� ��� ����� �������� "�����
� ��� ���  ���	� 
��(����  .� ��� ��� #���	*� ��� ����
�������� ��
�&���� "�(� ��&��� �(��� ���� .���� ����� ��
� ���� .��. ���	� ���������*� ���*� ��
� ���
�  �� �����
��������������
�	���� ������
��(�2�
�
����������(�� ����&���"�� �
����������������!.����"��0�������� .���
��������������
����������2������
"��0� ����� ������� ��(��� ��� ���� ��� .� ��� ��(��&���� � �� "����� ��
� ����� ����(��	� .������ ��� � �� (��������
��
����
	����&�� ��
������0�0�����������*�������������.���������� ��� �����
������ &���"�������.2�
�
���
�����""�
��������
����'�(���%
*���������� ���
���"����� �����3��.��.���	���������������������.�����
���������������������
�� .����#���	����
������������� �2����� �� &�����������
���
�4�
�������
*����
������
��������0&2�
�
,�������� ���
������ ���""�*� ����.� ����	� ������ ��
� 0����"���� �� ������	� ������
� ����� (������� ��� ���
�����	� 0���
���
� � �� ��	�  .� ���� ��� 5
 �� ����6� .���� ��
 � ����� ���� ��.� �"� ���� "����� ��� 0��	�
���
������.����� �2�

�
7 ��"��������.�"�������
�	��������������
�
��0��
�0���*�����
��(�
���*�& ����������������������
�� ���
�& �����*��� �������
�
�0���� ���(���
� ����� �����  ��
� ��� �� �� ���� ����� � �� "��0�
 �
����� �
2��
�
��� ����� 
��(�� �� ������ 
�������� " ������  .� ���� ������ ��� ����
�����������
������
0���� ��
� �������
��
� � ���
� &����
��
� .�����*� �����
��0�� .��.���

8������ �(��	� "��� 0�� ���� ����� ���	� ��
� "� �
� �� 
��0��
�
��� ���� ��� �
2� #� �.����� ���� ����� �� ������
�  �� ��� (����
�����������(����	������������
�#���	�9����������������
���
�
����� ������ ��� 
��(�� ��� ����"�����.���� �"������ ���.� �������� ���
#.���2��
���� &���� ��� ���� 0���� ������ ��� .����
� �� �����
�

��0��
� 0���*� ����� ��� 8 ��� ����� ���� "����� ���*� ��� ��
�
��0.�����	���(�
���2��
�



Nissan News  October  2010
  

21 
 

7 �� ��!�� ���.� ���� ���
���� 
�����2� #�
���� 
�
� "���� ����
�
�������� ������ ���
��
	� � ��� &������� ��0��
&������ �������
���
������ ������ �����
��(��&���� ���(�
� � ��
�(��� 0�������� �"� 	�����
"��0� ���� ����������
������ ����� ���
�� ��� ��
�0���� �����"���� ��
�

���� ����� �� �������
��(�� ����� �����
�0������ 0����
���
������ ����
� �����*�
0������ "���
�.����� ���� .�����2�
#�� ��
� 0����� ��

���
.������� ��	� ��������
�������� �� ����� ����� ��
����� .����� �"� ��.��
���
���� ��� ��*� �������
	� � ��� ���0&� 
���� ���
���� &���� �"� ���� �0����

�����"���� ��
� ����� " ������ 
���� ����� ���� 
�����2� /�3�� �� ���
� �" �*� ����: ��� �.��� ����� ��� � ���
� ���	�
��
� ����������0���2  �
�
����� �� : ���� &���� �"� � ���*� ��3�� &���� &����
� ���� ������ "��� ��0�� 0���� 
��(���2� )��� ���� ������ ����
&���0���� " �*� ��� � �� "����� �"�0��	� �0���� ����� ���.�� ��
� ����.� ���0&�� �����
�  �� � �2� ����� �(��	����
���
���� �� ���
���� � �
������� ������ �(��*���� �
*� .���
� 
���� �����&�������*����� ���.�����&���0����
(��	���8�	�&��2���0��������& ��
�������������������.����������� 
�����������(����������
��������������
��"����
�0 
�������������.�
���������������� ���������*������* �������������������
������2  �
�
#�� �&� �� ;� �"� ���� ��	�  .*�
������ �� 
���
�
� ����� ����� ��� ��
"��� ��� ��� ����� ��2� #� "���
����������"�������������
�
��.�
����� ��� ��
� ����� ���� ���(�	�
.����������� �����	*� ��
� �����
� �� 
������ 
���� ��� 
���� '�(��*�
�������������0������ ��� ��� �
2�
������� � �� ��	� &����  .� ��
0 

	*� � ���
� �������� �"� ������
���� ���� "����� �� .��� �"� �� ����
���� ��� ����� � �� ���� 0 ���
��� &��2� #�� �����3�� �� ���
����

��
� ���� � ��*� ���� ��"��
0 
���
�
������(����	���
�����
��0�� "��������� �������  .� ���
���� �� ��� ������ ��� �� 
������4<�

������.� ����������������������
&��� �0&�

�
� ��� ���� 0 

	�
�0&���0���� ��
� ���� �.����
������ ��� ���� ����������	� �� ������ ���� ��� �
=� #� : ���� �� ����� "��0� /��3�� (������� ��� "����� ��
� ����
�� �����(�������������*���������
�0�����������������.��.������� 
�2��
�



Nissan News  October  2010
  

22 
 

� �� ���� �����3� �� ���
�� �
�3�� �����=� ,��� �������
������
� & �� 
�
�3�� "���2�
#"���� �&� �� >?0���� �"�
��������� ����� ��
� ����� ���
���� �����@�
� ����� ���
�� �
�3�� ���� ��	� " ���  .� ���
���� "������ ��
� ������ ����
������� 
 �� ��� ������� ��
&�����
� " ��� .��� .� ��� " ���
����*� �������� �"� ������ ���
����� "��� � ��2� ,��� 
��������
���� 0�
�� ��� ���� �����3�
�� ��� &����
� /��3�2� ,���� ����
����� �����  ����� ��� ��0��  .�
��� �� �0���� ����	� ����� ��
����
8 ��� �� �
�3�� ���� ��� ���
0�0��� 02� ��� ��� ��0��
���
	� ����� ���� �� ��� ���
0���� ��� �� ���� (������� ���2�

,���� �����
� "���� ��
� �"���� �� "��� ����0.��� ��� �������� 0�(��� *� ��� �� ���
� ������ ��2� ,���� ��� ���� ��
����.� ���
������ ����� ����� �� 1?� 
������ ��"�� ���
� &��
� ��� ��� �� ���� ������� ��0�� ��� �� ����� ��
� ����
���������������
=  �
�
����� /��3�� �� ��� 
����� ���� "����� ���"� �"� ���� ����� ��
� ���
	3 �� 
����� ���� �����
� ���0�����
� ��� ���� ����
�� ��� ��� �
� ���� ������&��
2�,���� ��� ����8 ��� �� ��0.��� � ��� (������� �������  .� ����"����� ��
��� ��
� ���
����� .2�
�
#���������0.��
������������������� .����"������ .�����"���� ���
��*�0����
��0����� �
2�7�����������
�
����0.�� '�(�� ����
� "��� ��� �������
� ������� �������  .� ���� ��� ��2� ��	��� ��..��	� �&����
� ��
� ���� ����
���
� ����� ���� ����� ��� '�(�3��#�"��0�����������..�
� �""����� ���� �� ����� ��� ���� ��� ����� ��
� ����"� ���
 .� �����&� ���"�����  �
��� ����"����� �"� ���� �� ���. ������� �� ������������ ���� ������� ��
� �.��	���� �������
���� �(��	�����2� 7�� � �� "����� : ���� ����� ��� ���� 
�0���� ��� ��� � ��� 8 ��� ��� ���� ����� ��
� &������ & ��
" ���������.���������(����
�����& ���
�������2�
�
�	� ��������� ����
�8 ����&� ����0.�����	����*���������
��� ������������������
�
��������������"��� �*�
��� 
���
�
� ��� �.���� � �� ��� .� ����� ���� ����� #�
���� � �
� ��� ����0�8����	� �"� ���� ���(�	� � �� ���� "�����
�������� �"������� ��
� 
���� ��� 
����'�(��2������ ����0������ � .� �"��� ���� ���� ���� �
����	���
� �""����

����'�(�����������&� ��"�!����'�(�3���� ��2��
�
,���������������	���&���0��(��	����
	������(����� �
2�/��& �������&������� .�������"��� �������"����
 .� ��0�� �.���� ������� ����*� ��� ����� ������� ���� ��
�� �""� �� ��..��� A,3� .����*� ��	��� ���� ���������	�
��0���� .����������� ���
���
��������������(���������.���� (������.��&��02�/��������
���.���������&���
8������ ������ "��0� �����3� ������� ��� .� ��� ���� ������� &�	� ��
� ���� ���� ���� ������ ��������
� ��
� �����
���0.�
������������
�.��(�
�
�'�(������� &���"����� ��"������ ���0���
����"��������.*���
��(�����������
��	�&�������������0�����������2�
�
#�� �����3� �� ��� ���� ������ ���� ������ ��� B���� 
���� ����� � �*� '�(�� �� )����*� ������ �� % ��*� ��	��� ��
����
��� ��
� ���
	� �� 0	���"C� ���� ��0.�
� ���� ������ ��� ���� ����� *� ��.���� ��� ���� �����3� �� ��� � ������
"������������������0������2�
�
,���"���������0�������������
���
�
����&������0��.���� � ���
�����
��������" ��������"��0������������
&�	��������" �������2��������������
�����" �����.������ ��.�������&�����
�.���� ����
������������ �����
" ��� ��� ��0��&����  .� ���� ����*� .���� �����(��� &�������� ���� �����*� ��
� ����� ���� "�����2� ����� ���� ������
����������
*������� ���������
��"������"������� .����
�����.��"���� 	�"�������������"��������.2�����=�
�
����� 
���� ���� 0� ������ ��� ����*� 0�������  .� ����� ���� ��� �� �"� � �� ��� .� ���� ��
� �����
�
� ����

��������
���0.�
� ���
����'�(��2�#"�����������������������
���
 �
������������
������������"�� �
�	�



Nissan News  October  2010
  

23 
 

��� "��
� ������3�� "�����3�� ��
� 0���� "��0� ���� 
���������� ���� � �
� ��(��� ������ �� ���
	2� ��� ���
�
� �����

���� '�(��� ��
� .���� ���� ��
� ��"����	� ��� "��
� ���� ��0����� � �"� ���� ��
� &��
��� ����� ����� �.����
� ����
��.������%�(��2�#�& ���� �"� �����.�
� �!.������*� ��
�&	� ��� ��� �� ���
	*� ��
�
� ������� ���� ���
� ������ ���
������������
���"�������(�����
��� 
��
���������0������ ����� .������
�
�� ��
����
��������������������
�
0���2� ,��� ����� �"�  �� ���	�
� &���� ��� �� ����� ������� ��0.���� � ��� ��8�	� �� ����!���� � ���� ��� ���� ���0�
� ������2  �

�
#"���� �&� ��
4<0��� � ��

�!����
�
�!.�������

��� ���
� �����
���� ����� �����
���	���
�������
�
���� 0���� ��
�
��
� ������
.����	� �"� .������
�"� ��� ��
� ����
� ��� �
�2� �����
���� "����� .���� �"�
���� ���.� ����

��0.����*� ��
� ���� �"�������� �������� ����*� ��� ���� ����
�  .* � ���
� � ��
���
&	�����
����
�
������0�2�
�
,������ ��� ������ �� ���
	� "��0� ���� .������.����� "��� � ������ �� � �!�������
���.2�
�
�����2�
�

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD�
�



Nissan News  October  2010
  

24 
 

Son of Trials Plus Working Bee 
 

 
 

Stuck in a hole,  BUT here comes the help. 
 

 
 

Tracks were tested, cleared, retested. 
Recovery techniques were practised. 

Happy hour was enjoyed. 
Members drove more tracks.  

Great weekend was had by all. 
Come and join us for the next one. �
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Cape York 2010 
 
Dave P - Pathfinder 
Tony & Consuelo A - GU Patrol 
Michael & Margret A - Navara 
Ross B & Keith C – Pathfinder 
Roy & Joan B – Prado 

Jan & Mark D - GQ Patrol 
Brenda D & Rick H - GU Patrol 
John & Pam F - Pathfinder 
Mick & Eileen R - GU Patrol 

  
Part 1 
 
We arrived in Cairns on the Friday, with a broken air-conditioning system, day time temperatures around 
30 degrees, and a pressing need to get the aircon repaired before we headed further North.  We were to 
meet up with the majority of the group at the Rydges Hotel. Tony & Consuelo were meeting us at 
Mossman Gorge and Roy & Joan were to catch up with us once repairs to their engine were completed in 
Brisbane. 
 
The first thing we noticed as we pulled up out side the Rydges was the street resembled a used 4WD sales 
yard, with almost every else already arrived and booked in.  
 
Saturday was spent finding an auto electrician and stocking up the panty. The hardest part was trying to 
find the space to store 20lts of wine, enough to last 4 weeks, in an already packed vehicle. 
 
Saturday night we all meet for a pre-trip information session and diner at the Cairns RSL club. Dave had 
been to visit the National Parks office to check track conditions and pick up some brochures. He told us 
that we might not be able to do the Frenchmen’s Track and Pascoe River section, as the Pascoe was 
running at 2.1 meters and the roads had been closed. It was suggested that was what snorkels were for and 
pathfinders are used to being under water. 
 
Dave then bid us a good night, as he left with Maria, Rick and Brenda heading for the 2 for 1 seafood 
buffet down the road. 
 
 
Day 1 
 
The trip started 9:30 Sunday morning. We had 7 
vehicles heading north to   Port Douglas and 
Mossman Gorge to meet up with Tony and 
Consuelo. We managed to fit in stops at all the 
lookouts on the way up the coast and a visit to 
Port Douglas. While at Port Douglas lookout we 
picked up Tony on the UHF at Mossman Gorge 
some 18km away, just shows how effective they 
can be under the right conditions. 
 
Leaving Port Douglas, a somewhat diminished 
group, headed to Mossman Gorge for lunch. 
Diminished because there was a flea market on at 
Port Douglas and some people can’t help themselves. 
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With lunch and a quick walk up Mossman 
concluded we headed as a complete convoy 
of 8 vehicles to the Daintree River. On the 
way out of Mossman Gorge we picked up 
Roy & Joan who had stopped at a local 
Café for lunch.  
 
Shortly afterwards we arrived at the 
Daintree and our first river crossing and 
Danger Crocodile sign. To our 
disappointment it was a ferry crossing, so 
Dave didn’t have to walk the crossing first. 
With all the other 4WD’s heading north it 
took two trips to get all of us across the 
Daintree. While we were waiting for our 
turn to cross we went looking for these 

croc’s we heard so much about. Not a croc in sight but the ferryman said he saw one last week or maybe it 
was the week before. 
 
With the group assembled again, on the other side of the river, we headed for our night’s accommodation 
at Lync Haven Rainforest Retreat, on the way passing the home made Daintree ice cream outlet. We called 
for a left turn, but Dave ignored us and kept driving.  
 
Arriving at our designated over night stop, Michael disappeared while we were trying to booking in. On 
his return we were informed not only did he find some snakes to go look at but there was a croc called 
Boris. Apparently Boris is a pet croc that lives down the back and we were invited to see him get fed the 
next day.  
 
 
Day 2 
 

The day started as all days should in 
Tropical North Queensland, with croc 
feeding. Why a grown man wants to enter a 
cage and poke and tease and generally 
annoy the living daylights out of an already 
angry reptile I have no idea. But it was 
entertaining and with the croc feeding 
finished and everyone packed, we headed 
for the visitor centre at the Daintree 
National Park.  
 
On discovering it was about $30 per person 
to have a look around, Dave decided there 
was nothing he wanted to look at and to 
keep heading for Cooktown. Roy, Joan, Jan 
and I paid the cash to do the tour around the 

Rainforest centre. With vague arrangements made to catch up with Dave and the others some where North, 
we went our separate ways. 
 



Nissan News  October  2010
  

27 
 

The rainforest centre was 
extremely interesting and explained 
the relationship between the local 
flora and fauna. Hey where did Roy 
and Joan go? After finishing the 
walk around the centre we 
collected Roy & Joan from the café 
and headed north to catch the rest 
of the group.  
 
The road north is mostly dirt and 
some of the hill climbs are steep, in 
the wet these would be difficult if 
not impossible to climb. The road 
takes you through the rain forest, 
across creeks and skirts the coast 
and the beaches north of the 
Daintree.  There are a number of 
resorts along this stretch of coast. But at the end of the day who wants a hot shower and a comfortable bed 
when you can bush camp it. 
 
With lunch time approaching we pressed on hoping to catch the rest of the group at the Lions Den Hotel. 
We arrived at the hotel just after 1PM. With no sign of the others, we kept moving on to Cooktown, 
thinking they were still ahead of us. 
 
Arriving at the Cooktown Caravan Park we discovered that some where on a single lane road we had 
passed the others. It turned out they had pulled off to do a free rainforest walk.  While we waited for the 
others to catch up with us, we headed into town to find somewhere for a late lunch and to explorer. 
 
Back at the Caravan Park, we set up camp, the others arriving shortly after. The area we had been given to 
camp was a tight fit for nine tents and vehicles. But with camp set up and everyone together again we did 
the only thing we could, have happy hour. 
 
 
 
Day 3 
 
This was a rest day for us, after all we, had been on the road for two days. While we were there we took 
the chance to have a good look at the sights in and around Cooktown. It was also an opportunity to check 
the vehicles over after our first taste of rough roads and corrugations. As it was, we discovered our fridge 
had stopped working. It turned out the wires from the fridge to the battery had shaken loose on the way up 
through the Daintree.  
 
Cooktown is very compact town as it is with most rural towns. The businesses double up, taking on 
addition roles, in order to keep the town working. Sights and sounds around the town include the Botanical 
Gardens, the local tip (I love going to local tips you always find good stuff), Cooktown Lookout and 
Travethan Falls. The lookout was the spot that Captain Cook used to map the reefs on his way north. 
Unfortunately it was closed while we were there. The local council was redoing the access road. As one of 
the locals point out it was the obvious time to do it, in the middle of the tourist season. 
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Day 4  
 
With full tanks and the vehicles packed, we left the civilization 
of Cooktown and headed for Cape Melville. Unfortunately we 
first had to make a detour to the airport to drop off Keith. Not 
only do rough roads take a toll on vehicles they also knock the 
passengers around. The trip up had taken its toll on Keith and 
he felt he would not be able to continue. It was a pain in the 
backside to loose one of our cohort so earlier in the trip. Keith 
however did continue with us in spirit. While in the movie 
Castaway, Tom Hanks had Wilson the ball, we had Keith the 
coconut.  
 
On the road again, the plan was to head up the coastal road 
instead of travelling through Old Laura and Lakefield.  We 

headed out through Endeavour Falls and onto Isabeela 
Creek. The roads north pass through farm land with 
the typical welcome signs, “Private Property Keep 
Out”.  Fortunately the Ron & Viv Moon Guide book 
we were following was excellent, so we knew the 
tracks we were on were public access. Therefore we 
did what all good 4WDers do, ignored the signs.  
 
It was slow going, the National Parks said it would 
take about 10 hours drive to get from Cooktown to 
Cape Melville. I thought they were having themselves 
on, but they were close to the mark. With a late start 
we fell about 40kms short of the Cape and set up 
camp just inside the National Park boundary just north 

of the abandoned Wakooka HS. 
 
Bush camping that night provided us with two new experiences. Finding our first cane toads and Michaels 
method of dispatching them. 4Wdrivers 2 cane toads 0. 
 
 
Day 5 
 
 
The morning started with my alarm going off, I though I had turned it off, but wait I did. No it was actually 
Eileen she was answering natures call, 4WDrivers 2 cane toads 1. 
 
So after a bit of a sleep in, we set out for a day trip to Cape Melville. The going was still slow, taking 2 and 
half hours to do the last 40km to the Cape. The beach at Cape Melville is a special place, this was attested 
to by the camps set up along the beach front. It’s definitely worth an extended visit if you ever get the 
opportunity.  
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From the beach we back tracked 
to find the track that leads to the 
Cape itself. While you can drive 
along the beach there is a small 
creek that cuts the beach and you 
need to bypass were it exits onto 
the beach. Once back on the 
beach we stopped for a quick 
lunch break.  
 
With everyone feed we head out 
to the Cape and to collect 
Michael who had wandered off 
along the beach. The sand on this 
section of the beach is very soft 
and by the time we reached to 
Cape the vehicles were all 
running hot. So while the 

vehicles cooled down we set about exploring the cape looking for a way to the top of the ridge above the 
beach.  
 
After exploring for about half an hour we 
decided it was time to head home. With the 
tide coming in faster than we expected, 
everyone rushed to let their tyre pressure down 
before heading off. The sand proved even 
more of a challenge on the way back, not only 
was it soft but it was now chewed up.  
 
The soft sand did however provide us with our 
first bogged vehicle. As we were leaving the 
beach, John took the turn a bit sharp, lost 
momentum and down he went. John managed 
to extract himself and we were soon headed 
back to camp. 
 
Back at camp, a quick scrounge for fire wood and we were ready for happy hour and a relaxing evening 
hunting cane toads. 4WDrivers 4 cane toads 1. 
 
 
Day 6 
 
Today we are heading for Musgrave station. We weren’t sure how long it was going to take because of the 
conditions or the tracks. So we packed up, did our radio checks and headed out.  
 
I had driven a whole 10 meters was Jan screamed and jumped out of the moving vehicle. I wasn’t sure 
what was going on so I ran through my check list, showered, deodorant, low fibre diet. Every thing seemed 
to be Ok so I was a bit puzzled by Jan’s sudden departure. Jan then reappear and said something about a 
big spider that was running around inside the car. You really know you’re loved when you’re abandoned to 
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face the killer arachnid by your self. After the spider was extracted and Jan boarded again we got back on 
the road. 
 
A short distance down the track we started passing 
vehicles heading into Cape Melville. Seeing these 
other vehicles makes you realize that without 
4WD’s  we would never get the experience these 
remote parts of the country. Passing through 
Wakooka HS again, we headed for Kalpower HS 
and Kalpower Crossing at the Normanby River.  
 
We stopped for morning tea beside a billabong on 
the side of the road to take pictures of the water 
lilies. Nearby by was the lone grave of a 14 boy 
who died there in 1961. A lot of things have 
changed since then, road conditions & vehicles are 
better and so are our communication systems. 
 
Once you start to head away from the coast there is a marked increase in the number of termite mounds on 
the side of the road. At one stage the termite mounds were so thick they were like trees in a forest. 
 
 

    
The crossing over the Normanby River was easy with a causeway providing a stable base. We stopped at 
the information signs and camping area for the first flushing toilets in 3 days. Lunch was at Hann crossing 
and more toilets, luxury pure luxury.   
 
The roads north of Hann crossing improved the further we went. Travel speeds slowly increased from 
40kms to 80kms per hour. Now that we were out of the National Park the only thing slowing us down was 
the occasional stray cattle on the road. 
 
Arriving at Mustgrave we filled the tanks ($1.60 ltr), and discussed whether we would continue on to 
Coen, another 100kms north. The owner of Mustgrave said it was not a good idea as there was a Rugby 
League carnival on and the place was packed. 
 
An early camp was agreed to, and with nothing better to do we did the only thing we could do, have happy 
hour. 
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Day 7 
 
The trip from Mustgave to Coen took just over a hour on reasonably good roads. The town was crowded 
and the footy carnival was in full swing. We filled the vehicles ($1.55ltr) and topped up the pantries.  
 
With the Pascoe still in doubt, the Dave decided to take a look at the Mungkan Kaanjn National Park.  The 
camping areas in the park are either along the banks of the Archer River or along side one of the several 

Lagoons. 
 
We decided to try the camps along the 
Archer at the eastern end of the park. 
Old Archer Crossing was the only one 
large enough to take the 9 vehicles.  
 
After setting up camp we all headed 
down to the river for a swim. Although 
there was croc warning signs, we 
realized the signs said “Achtung”. After 
considering this, we realized crocs only 
eat Germans not Aussies. 
 
Refresh and still with all our limbs, we 
headed for Happy hour, then dinner. 
 
 

 
We got up earlier to try to catch the some of the bird life at one of the lagoons. While we were stopped 
Dave discovered one of the boots on his CV joint was torn. After a quick patch we were off to explore the 
lagoons in the Park. 
 
The best of the ones we visited was Chongs 
Swamp so we stopped their for morning tea. 
If we visit this area again this would be a 
great spot to spend a day or two. When we 
started to head off but Dave couldn’t start his 
vehicle.  The culprit turned out to be a blown 
fuse. 
 
Back tracking we head for the main north 
road and Archer River Roadhouse, we 
stopped just short of the road to regroup. 
When Dave arrived he reported his 
transmission was playing up. We checked, his 
fuse was blown again and the car would not 
start. At this point the decision was made to 
head to Weipa for repairs. On the main road again we made good time. After a quick stop at Archer River 
for lunch, it was onto Weipa.   
 
We arrived at Weipa and headed for the Weipa Caravan Park. Because it was Sunday and nothing was 
open, we set up camp and had happy hour, as you do. 
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Day 9 
 
Monday was spent finding mechanics for either repairs or a general service. Dave had his pathfinder 
booked in to fix the CV boot and to look at this electrical problem. We decided to have a look around the 
shopping centre and check out supplies. Jan also booked us onto the mine tour for the next day.  
John and Roy organized to go fishing with a charter group. Weipa seems to be popular with the 4WD 
fraternity, as a good location to restock and get repairs. Being a mining town with a reasonable population 
they have everything we needed - including somewhere to log our postal votes, something Dave was keen 
to do.  
 
Another point of interest was the number of visitors with their own caravans. We had been told the 
Queensland Government was in the process of sealing the road to the Cape within the next 2 to3 years. 
This was evident over the next 2 weeks with the number of road crews working on the bypass. 
 
 
Late in the afternoon Dave got his car back for the mechanic but they couldn’t find the electrical problem, 
but at least the CV joint was repaired.  With some investigation we worked out the fuse only blew when 
the transmission was put in reverse. Armed with this new information Dave booked his car in again for 
tomorrow. 
 
 
Day 10 
 
Another day in paradise. John and Roy headed off for their fishing trip, Dave to the mechanic’s, some of us 
got ready for our mine tour while the rest amused themselves around camp. 
 
We headed off on the mine tour. It takes about 2 hours and is every informative. To get to the Bauxite they 
take off the first metre or so of soil then the next 1 to 9 metres of Bauxite then regenerate the site and move 
on. The trucks they use hold 190 ton and the train carriages at the rail head hold 100 ton each. To put it in 
perspective 100 ton of Bauxite makes 1,000,000 coke cans. 
 
In the afternoon we restocked the pantry, did the washing and generally got the cars ready for our 
departure the next day. Dave returned with a repaired vehicle, it turned out to be a shorted reversing light 
50 cent in parts and 1 hours labour and everything is fixed. John and Roy caught a couple of nice fish. 
Quite a successful day all round, with everyone now ready to tackle the Telegraph Track tomorrow. 
 

 
���������	
������
��	��
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TIANJARA FALLS  DAY TRIP  
5th September 2010 

 Led by Glenn      

��������	
����
������������������
 �, the cars were rocking in the wind. 

We left Maccas, Nowra @ 9.20, that’s not late, and headed for Morton National Park . 

Alan, Michelle. Susie & Henry had a ‘Disco’, everybody else had a Nissan- what else?, It was amazing 
what short times people had had in the Club, and here they all were raring to go. 

Glenn has been in the club about 10 years. 

Fred & Robin,1 yr ,6 trips. 

Alan & Michelle, about 12 yrs, reactivated after kids 

Joy & John, 2 yrs, 1st trip. 

Andy & Mel, 1 yr, 1st trip. 

Richard & Lorraine 8 ½  years; ( Lydia 14 yrs) 

Flowers were beautiful: wattle, of course, egg & bacon, clematis still in flower, and many others lit up the 
bush. 

Most of the blown down trees could be driven 
around, but a couple had to be sawn a bit and 
moved off.  

6 cars and not one chainsaw!! 

All the recent club members performed 
admirably. The Disco did wonders. 

Luckily no trees fell while we had our lunch with 

120kph gusts ALL THE TIME, I reckon. We were 
on a ridge, 357m up. 
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Our leader Glenn didn’t walk a puddle and had to be snatched out. 

 

A certain passenger thought it would all take a long time. She walked back to photograph some flowers. 
And wasn’t missed. They all drove around the rim, and the convoy drove off. Fortunately after only a few 
minutes she was walked back for.   

Only one leech (on Richard) and no other 
calamities.   

There wasn’t time for ‘Swan Lake ’ and 
after arvo tea we parted and went home. 

Thanks, Glenn for the trip. 

Thanks Richard for the transport. 

Lydia 

*************************************************** *********************** 
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ADVANCED DRIVER TRAINING – MODULE 4 
 

SUNNY CORNER – 11TH AND 12TH September 2010 
 
 

The weekend started at the meeting point at the ‘Sunny Corner’ turn-off along the Great Western Highway 
at 9:00 am sharp (give or take 30 minutes).  After lowering our tyre pressures, the sixteen vehicle convoy 
headed off for some adventure and mayhem.   
 
The track into and through the Sunny Corner State Forest was steady and without incident.  After a small 
creek crossing and a gentle climb up Blackbutt Mountain, we turned onto the Blackbutt Mountain Fire Trail 
and headed for our proposed campsite.  Although the track was easy, it was obviously recently graded with 
several inches of loose top soil.  Well, at least it was loose top soil prior to the previous week’s rain.  The 
latter half of the convoy found themselves driving on four wheel skates and the descent down the northern 
end of Blackbutt Mountain was interesting to say the least. 

   
 
After successfully negotiating the descent and without incident we continued through our second minor 
creek crossing and continued along Dark Corner Mountain Trail.  Although the mud was more scarce, the 
multitude of waterholes along the track allowed for some fun in the mud albeit in small amounts.   
 
The campsite was reached and without further delay camp sites were set up, well at least the camps were 
set up on the western side of the bank.  On the other side they decided to put on a show for our 
entertainment.   
 
First Peter’s GU sank and was stuck; noble Steve came to the rescue in his GQ but didn’t quite make it, so 
with both Patrols stuck, Kieran came to the rescue in the BAT (Big Ass Truck).  He was able to pull Peter 
free and backed away to give everybody room.  Steve winched himself free and found that Peter was stuck 
again; Steve pulled Peter free for the second time only to find that Kieran was stuck.  Add into the mix that 
Alex was stuck, there was a certain amount of mayhem, having only observed the latter half of the show it 
reminded me of the words of Corb Lund ‘the GU got stuck and the GQ got stuck, got the GU unstuck when 
the ute showed up but the ute got stuck…’  
 
Eventually all were free.   
 
After setting up camp and having lunch it was off to the hill. 
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We decided to attack the hill in groups of four with the last car of each group remaining back to assist 
where needed.  A few snatches were required, a few wanted to climb the trees, some road works were 
required and one individual had to use the magic buttons on the dash for assistance even though this was 
not permissible.  Since the individual in question is also writing the trip report it is deemed acceptable and 
no further action or comment is required.  After nearly 90 minutes all vehicles had made it to the top, some 
with minor bumps and bruises but no damage sustained. 
 

   
 
The rest of the day was uneventful, except for Scotty getting his GQ bogged (the mighty V8 landcruiser, 
lockers and all, was not a great deal of help in this situation and he was eventually rescued by the BAT).  
Some extra runs up the hill and a small mining expedition by our fearless instructor Chris concluded the 
day’s events.  A good camp fire, a cool night, some food, some rum, a few nips of port and a beer or two 
ended an enjoyable day. 
 
The next day we set off about 9:00 am in search of adventure as we were expected to end the day around 
midday.  Some easy driving found us at the Turon River and a little wider river crossing.  All vehicles made  
it easily and safely across and on the other side we found a relatively new, and unfortunately for the owner, 
a very badly water damaged Pajero.  Still a little confused as to how he was able to sink the Pajero half way 
up the windows. This is a mystery, but it was decided that from that day forth, all Pajeros shall be known as 
‘Depth Gauges’. 
 
A very interesting river crossing saw the bra’s (not female type) and blinds came out in droves.  The jeep 
had to be cold dragged across the river and some very quick thinking by his co-driver saved the jeep from 
an internal water bath as the water flowed through the open vents.   
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The best picture of the river crossing was a tie between Steve (GQ) and Michael (GQ). 
  

    
Half a dozen more river crossings went uneventful but somehow our convoy grew as we picked up 
uncertain drivers along the way.  The poor land drover owner was uncertain about the river crossing which 
required his rims to get wet so he tagged along as we became his security blanket (rather glad he never had 
a radio though).  
 
The third last river crossing was reached and the end of the day was nigh, well not quite.  After several 
vehicles made it across the weir, Ruloph (GU) found himself stuck on the short weir blocks with his right 
front wheel in the river.  The BAT (Kieran’s GQ ute) was unable to pull or snatch the vehicle free so out 
came the recovery gear for a winch recovery.  What followed was a complicated and interesting recovery.   
 

   
 
Chris’s Patrol, parked on the northern side of the river, attempted to winch the stricken vehicle forward 
without success, the landcruiser was called into action on the southern bank and attempted to winch the 
vehicle backwards.  We successfully succeeded in winching the landcruiser towards the river, so to counter 
this we chained the landcruiser to the rear of Kieran’s BAT.   
 
We tried again only to find that both vehicles were being winched towards the river.  Richard’s GQ was 
brought in and chained to the Bat which was chained to the landcruiser which was connected via the winch 
to the rear of the stuck GU from the southern bank.  On the northern bank, Wayne’s GQ was chained to 
Chris’s GU which was connected via the winch to the front of the stuck vehicle.   
 
If you are confused, welcome to the club, we had six vehicles chained or connected by winch cable across a 
river eighty meters wide. 
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With Christiaan and Scott using the highlift jack in metre deep flowing water, the southern banked vehicles 
winching backwards, then the northern vehicles winching forward we eventually pulled the vehicle clear. 

 

 
 
The damage was substantial with the bent steering arm and a badly cracked front diff.  After some 
emergency repairs (and nearly two hours later) we on our way towards Sofala.   
 
We eventually made it to our destination just before dark and about five hours late.   
 
This ended an enjoyable (apart from the damaged car which we all had sympathy) weekend with some very 
valuable lessons, and some very practical lessons, learnt. 
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A special note of thanks to Chris, Christiaan and Scott for their recovery efforts. 
The water was reasonably deep and I can vouch for how cold the water was. 

 
Well done guys and thanks. 

 
Murray and Jody Robins
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Dingo Tops to Werrikimbe Trip Report  

 
2nd to 4th October 2010 

 
6 vehicles met at the Beresfield Service Centre near Newcastle for an 8.30am start to the long weekend. 
The attendees were Craig and Bec R (GU), Ross M (GU), Andrew James (GU), Andrew Jand daughter 
Joelle (Prado), Fred and Robert (Pathfinder) and David C and friend (GU). Steve and Laura (GQ) joined us 
at Gloucester. 
 
After dragging everyone away from the local markets at a busy Gloucester and taking an unscheduled 

detour through the town of Barrington, we 
proceeded up to the picturesque Tapin Tops 
National Park. The weather started off 
overcast and had turned to fog and low cloud 
at various points on the steep climb up. The 
Dingo Tops Camping Area was wet and quite 
busy, but the large shelter shed was perfect 
for a quick lunch. There are large grassy areas 
on both sides of the road, with many covered 
tables and fireplaces, although the camping 
areas are unfortunately bollarded off. There is 
a good display of antique forestry machinery, 
which Laura couldn’t resist climbing on and a 
few photos were taken. It was mentioned that 
“Tapin” is Aboriginal for Dingo, which the 
trip leaders already knew, of course!  

 
A short drive away we turned off to the curiously named Blue Knob Lookout and we encountered our first 
slightly slippery track. There is a wooden fire tower on top of the mountain, which only Steve and Laura 
were brave enough to climb in the rainy conditions and they assured everyone upon coming down that the 
view of the fog was great! Craig and Bec had been there before and it is certainly worth a look in sunny 
conditions. 
 
We continued on, passing the start of the notorious Blue Range Mountain Road, which we planned to 
tackle the following morning, on our way up through The Cells River Area. We took Causeway Road down 
to Maxwell’s Flat, with the continuing light rain starting to turn things a bit sticky in places. We were 
hoping to find drier conditions at lower altitude. Arriving mid afternoon, we crossed the little creek 
crossing and sighted a large open grassy area, which was occupied by a couple of groups at one end and 
had a pit toilet block at the other. Maxwell’s Flat did not live up to its name though, as it was, upon closer 
inspection, quite undulating and getting a little boggy in places. It would be a great spot in better weather, 
the camping area being in a deep valley, surrounded by a river and thick forest. We decided to set up camp 
as best we could, as the other options were some drive away and there was certainly no guarantee of them 
being any drier. 
 
The steady rain unfortunately continued through the afternoon and into the night, thus preventing any large 
happy hour gatherings and relegating the camp fire, which we were invited to share and add to by others, to 
being something to stand around with an umbrella, as you attempted to dry out. We were caught a little 
short on tarps, etc, as we had all no doubt been focused on a quick set up and quick pack up situation for 
each of the two nights. 
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The rain continued throughout the night, with little reprieve and we 
awoke to more rain and a wet, muddy quagmire around our tents and 
vehicles. Taking the Blue Range Mountain Road up through The Cells 
River Area to the Oxley Highway, which is very steep and apparently 
very slippery when even a little wet, was obviously out of the question. 
Setting up for another night elsewhere with wet tents and sleeping gear 
in the rain, which had appeared to have set in for the weekend, was also 
unfavourable and a consensus was quickly reached to cut the trip short. 
 
We packed up our wet gear as best as possible and took the long, safe 
way out towards 
Ellenborough Falls. We 
viewed the falls from the 
adjacent lookout platform, 

which are very high and the volume of water plunging into 
the rocky gorge deep below was great. We had some 
morning tea and parted ways, with most heading back 
towards Wingham and onto Sydney and more rain!  
 
All attendees commented that whilst the rain and 
abbreviated trip length was disappointing, they found this 
rain-forested area, about 4 hours drive from Sydney, to be 
very scenic and the 4WDing very promising. It is clear that this area gets a lot of rain and many of the 
tracks can quickly become very slippery. Despite this, everyone vowed to come back again as soon as 
possible, with the hope of seeing it at its spectacular sunny best. The next trip up this way will have to start 
at the Oxley Highway and head north, to take in the great wilderness, rivers, waterfalls, tracks and camping 
that we missed. 
 
Craig and Bec R, trip leaders. 

*************************************************** ************ 

Help  with the Son of Trials Plus .  
As usual we are after: 

�  Event Coordinator  
�  Event Team Leaders,  
�  Event Marshals,  
�  Time Keepers,  
�  Recovery people,  
�  Gate Staff,  
�  Retail and Food preparation,  

�  Traffic Coordinators,  
�  Score Recording,  
�  People who can look after Pumps and 

Generators,  
�  Communications and Announcements at the 

SOT Plus

.      
We will also need people to set-up the site on the weekend before the Event and on the Friday of the Event.   
  
At this stage I am not sure to the total numbers required for the event but I expect it will be something like  50 
people. I am also hoping that some more of the older hands can run an event.  
 
If you can take up one of the roles mentioned above please let me know via email advising me to your 
preferred role. Many Thanks,  

�  Stephen T Donnelly  Internet: donnest@au1.ibm.com 
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WD-40 
Miracle in a pressure can 

 
 
Water Displacement # 40. 
 
 
The product began from a search for a rust preventative solvent and degreaser to protect missile parts. WD-
40 was created in 1953 by three technicians at the San Diego Rocket Chemical Company. Its name comes 
from the project that was to find a ‘water displacement’ compound. They were successful with the fortieth 
formulation, thus WD-40. The Convair Company bought it in bulk to protect their atlas missile parts. 
Ken East (one of the original founders) says there is nothing in WD-40 that would hurt you. When you read 
the ‘shower door’ part, try it. It is the first thing that has ever cleaned that spotty shower door. If yours is 
plastic, it works just as well as glass. It’s a miracle! Then try it on your stove top... Voila! It’s now shinier 
than it’s ever been. You’ll be amazed.  
 
 

Here are some other uses: 
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The basic ingredient of WD-40: FISH OIL! 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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For Sale: 

Reid Drawer Set  (currently from GU Patrol, but will fit most 4WDs and Utes) 

 Cabinet       Drawer 1 (Recovery)              Drawer 2 (Kitchen and Food) 

Length (front to back) 925mm  Length 900mm     Length 900mm 

Width 1105mm      Width 510mm     Width 510mm 

Height 552mm      Height 295mm     Height 210mm 

 

 

� 

�

�

�

�

The fridge slide is NOT included 

Reluctant sale, but we need the space. 

Only $695.00, a drastic reduction on what I bought��������  

���������	
����
	�
	��������������

 



Nissan News  October  2010
  

45 
 

 

�
 

 

�

TRIP CLASSIFICATION 
A This class of trip is considered to be extremely difficult. Participants will have to be experienced at travelling 
over difficult terrain.  Winching and/or towing will almost definitely be required.  Participants will be required to bring 
along a certain amount of recovery equipment.  The trip leader will have the right to reject a request from someone 
who is considered under-experienced.  

B This type of trip is considered a moderate to difficult trip.  Some winching and/or towing will almost certainly be 
required.  Under extreme weather conditions this trip could develop into a Class “A” trip.   

C This classification is considered a moderate trip.  Various sections of this trip will require cautious driving in 
order to negotiate it, but in most circumstances, winching should not be necessary.  Under extreme weather 
conditions this trip could develop into a Class “B” trip.  

D This trip is considered a relatively easy trip.  It is unlikely that any winching and/or towing will be required. 

E This trip is considered very easy with little or no four-wheel driving involved.  This type of trip will usually consist 
of either an easy-to-get-to base camp or a series of scenic tours.    

 
 
 
 

 
 

�
 

PROCEDURE FOR BOOKING ON A TRIP  
You are required to book in on any Club trip you wish to attend by contacting the Trip Leader.  
Introduce yourself and discuss with them your vehicle capabilities and level of driving skills.  
Leave a contact number.  You must reconfirm your participation in the trip a few days before 
departure.  If you must cancel, contact the trip leader at the earliest possible time, so 
reserves can take your place and no one is waiting for you where mobile phones don’t work. 



Nissan News  April 2010
  

46 
 

 
 
Books                
B1 Bush Camps and Rest Areas Throughout 

Australia - 1st Edition (1997) 
B2 Bush Camps and Rest Areas Throughout 

Australia - 2nd Edition (1998) 
B3 Bush Camps and Rest Areas Throughout 

Australia - 2nd Edition - Revised (1999) 
B4  4WD Tracks in Tasmania - Off-road 

Tasmania - Chris Boden 
B5   Qld, Northern NSW and NT 

Accommodation Guide, 2006 
B6  Bush Tracks of Victoria - 25 Great 

4WD Adventures - Ron & Viv Moon 
B7  Camping Guide to Victoria - 2nd 

Edition (2001) - Boiling Billy Publications 
Camping Guide 

B8 Exploring Namadgi & Tidbinbilla - Day 
Walks in  Canberra's High Country.  2nd 
Edition (2000) -Graeme Barrow 

B9 Camping in Queensland - 7th Edition - Qld 
Government EPA (2002) 

B10 4WD Tracks of the High Country - 1st  
Edition (2001) - Craig Lewis and Cathy 
Savage 

B11  HF Radio for Travellers -  
Chris & Michael Aulich (2001) 

B12 Camping Guide to New South Wales - 1st 
Edition (1999) - Craig Lewis and Cathy 
Savage 

B13 4WD Adventures Close to Sydney - 
Expanded 2nd  Edition  (1998) 
Craig Lewis and Cathy Savage 

B14 Cook's Tours  -  Western Australia and 
Northern Territory 
25rd Edition, Valid to Feb 2007 

B15 Central Australia - May-November 2004 - 
Australian Tourist Publications 

B16    Getaway, WA and NT Tourist Guide, 2006 
B17   4X4 Guide, Central Australia, 2004-2005 
B18 Australian Bush Cooking, Reprinted May 

2002 Cathy Savage Craig Lewis 
US Videos  
USV1 American Top Truck Challenge 1999 - Part 1 - 

 NOTE: American UHS 
Nissan Trials Videos  
NTV1  1992 Nissan 4WD Club - Cross 

Country Vehicle Trials 
NTV2 1993 Nissan 4WD Club - Cross Country Vehicle 

Trials 
NTV3  1994 Nissan 4WD Club - Cross Country Vehicle 

Trials 
NTV4  1995 Nissan 4WD Club - Cross Country Vehicle 

Trials 
NTV5  2001 Nissan 4WD Club - Nissan Trials  Copy 1 
NTV6  2003 Nissan 4WD Club - Nissan Trials  Copy 1 
NTV8 2001 Nissan 4WD Club - Nissan Trials  Copy 2 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
General Videos-  
Touring, etc  
V1 Cape York 
(ARB) 
V2 Kimberley Adventure Guide 
V3 Journey to the Kimberley - Kedron Caravans 
 
V4 Top End Adventures) 
V5 Top End Adventures) 3 pack of videos 
V6 Top End Adventures) 
V7 Circle the Gulf - Kedron Caravans 
V8 Big Red to the Beach 
V9 Fred's Hill, February 1998 
V10 Wood Pecker Gully Challenge, 1999 
V11 Wood Pecker Gully Challenge, 2000 
V12 The Australian High Country -  4X4 Magazine & 

Toyota Documentary 
V13 Victorian High Country, November 2000 
V14 "Discovery" - 4 wheel drives -  Just Deserts 93 - 

bus recovery, Indian Pacific. Newman - Port 
Headland ore train - Wirraba Ridge 1988 

V15 4WD Jamboree 2000 
V16 Tuff Truck Challenge 2001, Day 1 of 2 
V17 The Australian High Country    
V18 Nissan Patrol Club Driver Training, 2002 
V19 Big Red to the Beach, Copy 2 
V20 South Oz Odyssey 
V21 4WD to Adventure, Mitsubishi Training 
V22 4WD Monthly, How to 4WD + Recovery Tips 
CDs 
CD1 Rotronics Catalogue 4WD Series, A-2002 
CD2 Len Beadell - Too Long in the Bush 
DVDs 
DVD1 Nissan Patrol Club Driver Training 2002 Copy 1 
DVD2 Hilux Recovery River Island  

1 July  2006    
  UV2 American Top Truck Challenge 1999- 
 Part 2 - NOTE: American UHS 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE CHECK TO SEE IF YOU HAVE ANY 
OUTSTANDING LOANS.  
IF YOU CANNOT RETURN ITEMS AT A GENERAL 
MEETING, PLEASE RETURN THEM BY POST.  
 
 
 
REMEMBER TO  RECORD THE ITEMS YOU BORROW IN 
THE LOANS BOOK BY NUMBER AND TITLE - AND 
RETURN THEM AS SOON AS YOU HAVE FINISHED 
THEM. 
THE LIBRARY WELCOMES ALL DONATIONS OF 
BOOKS, VIDEOS, and CDs. 
 
 

�
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Many thanks to our 

2010 Sponsors 
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CONVOY PROCEDURE 

For the benefit of new members and as a reminder to old members, convoy procedure on any NISSAN CLUB outing 
is as follows: The trip leader will remind all drivers that convoy procedure should be followed before moving off. 

�  The trip leader will ensure that the group on the outing is self-sufficient and 
should only call on outside bodies for assistance with recovery as a last resort. 

�  No driver will drive in a manner - or at a speed - that could endanger himself or any other 
person or vehicle. 

�  In hazardous areas it is the responsibility of the following driver to ensure that the previous 
vehicle has passed through the hazard before proceeding. 

�  It is the responsibility of all drivers to maintain (visual) contact with the following vehicle, 
especially at intersections. 

�  Persons leaving the convoy must notify the Trip Leader and, if possible, give details of their    
intentions. 

�  On trips including two or more vehicles, each vehicle will remain in a designated position in 
the convoy and not overtake the vehicle in front unless the driver of that vehicle slows down 
and signals the overtaking vehicle to pass. 

�  It is the responsibility of the Trip Leader to ensure that all drivers of all vehicles in the convoy 
are aware of any deviations in the route. 

�  No driver will park or drive in the reverse direction to the hazard of other vehicles. 
�  If a driver is trying to contact the rest of the group he will turn on his headlights. This is the 

signal for the rest of the drivers to stop. 
�  All gates must be left in the manner in which they are found. The second vehicle in the 

convoy must pull over and wait for all vehicles to pass and then rejoin the convoy after 
ensuring that the gate is left as it was found. 

�  When any form of recovery is in progress all those not directly involved in the rescue 
operations must keep well clear and at a safe distance. Parents are particularly asked to 
keep their children at a safe distance . 

The use of radio transmitters does not  replace convoy procedure. 
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UHF CB RADIO CHANNEL ALLOCATION 
USED FOR CHANNEL/S COMMENTS 

Calling 
(Established by 
law) 

11 
To call or locate another station.  Parties then switch to a conversation channel. 

Conversations 

9 
12-17 
19-21 
24-30 

39 

Used for conversation between stations. 

Highway 
 
Communication
s 

40 

Mainly used by truck drivers and other highway users. 

Caravaners, 
Campers 

18 Holiday Maker's communication channel. (eg when in convoy) 

4WDrivers 10 Used by 4WD enthusiasts, clubs, convoys and in national parks. 
Emergency 
Calling 
(Established by 
law) 

5 

Can be used by anyone in an emergency situation only. 

Repeaters 

1-8 
31-38 

In duplex mode repeaters need two channels to work.  Receives on channels 1-8.  
Transmits on channels 31-38 automatically.  When within range of a repeater, it will 
increase the communication difference.  Operation in simplex mode on these channels is 
not permitted when in range of a repeater. 

Data 
Transmissions 
(Established by 
law) 

22, 23 

No voice transmissions allowed on these two channels. 

 

 

If you have any Trip Reports, For Sale, Giving Away , Wanted, or 
other information for the January 2011 Magazine, pl ease forward 

these to  

by 31st December, 2010 

CURRENT ADVERTISING CHARGES 
Full Page Outside Back Cover $425.00 pa 

Half Page Outside Back Cover $225.00 pa 
 

Full Page Inside Back Cover $400.00 pa 
Full Page Inside Front Cover $400.00 pa 

 
Full Page Other   $370.00 pa 
Half Page Other   $185.00 pa 

 
Business Card Advertisement $50.00 pa 

 

Please contact Michael Black on publicity@nissanpatrolclub.org 
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